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expenses connected with fitting out the expe-
dition had been repaid. These things caused great
discontent, as the natives had always hitherto been
treated as slaves.

A plot was formed to murder the Governor,
at a time when he was confined to his bed with
a fever. The ringleader was the lieutenant of
Bastidas, named Juan de Villafuerte. The villains
broke into his room, stabbed him in several places,
and left him for dead. But he was still alive and,
calling out for help, one of his captains, named
Kodrigo Palomino, came to his assistance. The
other settlers were indignant, and the murderers
had to take refuge in the surrounding forests.
Most of them were eventually captured and sent
to San Domingo where they met with the fate they
deserved. The unfortunate Governor appointed
Palomino as his successor, and proceeded to San
Domingo to be cured of his wounds. They got
worse during the voyage, and Bastidas died on
his arrival at Cuba, the victim of his own humanity
and love of justice. His memory deserves to be
preserved, for it is the fashion to denounce all the
Spanish ' Conquistadores' as cruel and ruthless
oppressors. This was not so. Much of what was
done was due to the age, and not to anything